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has joined us. She was ad classroom teacher 
15 years. She is now the executive direc- 
the Department of Education 
honored you re 


school districts measure. Thev see 


And that’s an essen- 


of Georgia 


for 
tor of I'm 
here. Why don’t you share 
with us your experiences in the great State 
of Georgia 


| The discussion continued. | 


The President. | want to pick up on two 
points she made. One is truancy and parental 
involvement. There’s nothing like test results 
being published to get the attention of a par- 
ent. A lot of parents believe in the best, of 
and they believe that the school their 
child goes to was meeting all kinds of stand 
ards After all, 
the 


course, 


an excellent school. 
told that 


and is 


they've been That may not be 


Case 


And so when you begin to publish the 


test results, it does enhance parental involve- 
ment. It encourages the parent to become 
involved 

What the No Child Left Behind Act does 
it not only provides extra help for a child 
that needs help early; it also gives parents 
more options in the process \ parent Can 
take and send that child to an 
school tutoring program 


money after- 
by the way, tutor- 
ing programs the sponsor of which can be 
public-sector or private-sector programs The 
child can send the—the parent can send the 
child to another public school In ther 
words, there is a consequence 

Because one of the principles in the No 
Child Left Behind Act is we’re 


leave children trapped in schools that will not 


not going to 


for schools to 
the 
whether 


teach or change. There’s time 


change. There’s time for schools to use 
accountability system to determine 
they're using the 
But there has to be 


at some point in time, 


or not right curriculum or 


not an end to mediocrity 
and that’s what the 
t's for the parents, as far as the parents are 
concerned, so the parents have got a lot of 
different options now available when a school 
district takes Title 
important reform 
But 


is that parents are 


I money And that’s a very 
the most important part of the reform 
now becoming more in- 
After all, the child’s 
a dad. And it’s es- 
the princ ipal will tell you, that the 
Civic 


volved in their schools 
first teacher is a mom or 
sential, as 
more involvement you get with your 
schools, the more parental involvement you 
get with the more likely it is 
that school is going to be able to meet the 
objectives of the No Child Left Behind Act 

Speaking about people who understand 
the a curriculum that works, 
Norm Mishelow is with us. He is a principal 
at the Barton Elementary School in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. He south for 


your schools, 


need to use 


has come 





32 
some warm weather. |Laughter| Didn't work. 
| Laughter 

Mr. Mishelow. | think it’s the same tem- 
perature here as there 

The President. That's right 
One 
the Federal level put 


| Laughter| 
of the things we’ve done is we've, at 
a primary focus on 


reading As I mentioned to vou. the amount 
of reading money now available is an increase 
And 
what's Important about reading programs 1s 
they actually work, not that they sound good, 
And 
the way to determine whether or not reading 


If a child can 


read, it will show up on an accountability sys- 


ol 400 percent over the last 3 vears 


but they actually achieve the objective 
programs work is to measure 
tem 


And Norm 


what we 


why don’t you tell us about 
call re search base d re ading pro 
grams and tell us about your school and what 


vou re doing 


The discussion continued 


The President. A couple of observations 
First of all, we’re learning what works when 
it comes to re ading It’s not guesswork any 
more, For a while it was a guesswork. You 
might remember the great debates capsul 
ized, whole language versus phonics. There 
was a lot of political ( ipital expended ove! 
that, and all of 


system starts to clarify reality 


accountability 
And as Norm 


mentioned, they've chosen a program and a 


a sudden the 


curriculum that is now working. Why do we 
They're abl 


to tell because there is a measurement stand 


know? Because they measure 
ard. The other thing that happens when 
Norm S MM hool does We lI othe I schools Say 
Wait a minute. Old Norm doesn’t seem to 
be all that good. How is he 
he’s doing?” |Laughter 

Mr. Mishelow. Who ar 

The President. Well—\laughte: 
guessing, Norm. |Laughter| But he 
See, when you have 


and you lay the results out for evervbody to 


ible to do what 


you talking tor 
just 
serves aS 
a go-by accountability 
see, all of a sudden peopl start saying, 
What's Norm doing that I'm not doing? 
Norm 


a school of children who 


Because as mentioned to you, he’s 


taken vou know, 


; 1 
that are the—as we say—used to say tough 


to educate, and showing what can happen 
I appre ciate, Norm your leadership You said 
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you've got a great staff. You do. It also 
you're a educational entrepreneur somebody 
who is willing to focus on what works And 
thank you for what you're doing. | appre 
I know the people of Milwaukee are 
thrilled that you are where you ar 
With us as well is Margie Willis 
Christian 


ciate 


Grace 

Mis 
a Title I school, 
Title I, by the 
who aren't aware of the term, are 


Elementary, Hattiesburg 


sissippi Grace Christian is 


receives Title I money Way 
for thos 
Federal monies aimed at economically dis- 
advantaged kids. It’s an important part of the 
Federal funding—or the education funding 
It’s a commitment that the Federal 


Government has 


program 


made, will continue to 


make 

But Margie is a literacy coach. That’s an 
isn't it? She is 
the students have met expectations Tell us 
Margie. Tell 


you're doing, and tell us how you've 


interesting term has met 


about vour school us what 
been 


so successful 
The discussion continued 


The President. Well, | appreciate you 
By the 
based re iding means phonics In 
And it is It works 
it works ind you've heard personal testimony 


Thank vou so much wav, research 
essence 
know 


it works and we 


that it does work. And I would urge schools 
that aren't using research-based re ading pro 
a look at them 
meeting standards, listen to the personal tes 
timony of people in the frontline of public 


grams to take If you're not 


education and listen to the joy in their voices 
about ac hieving fantastic results and watch 
ing all the kids from all walks of life, all eco 
HOMIE bac kgrounds succeeding 


I'll never 


Houston 


lorget, one time we were in 
ai 
he didn’t call her 


He called her 


czarina in this 


and Rod had a 
a re ading i literacy coach 
a reading czar, but anyway 
case. And she stood up and said Reading 
And we're getting it 


right in more and more schools. I want to 


is the new civil right 


thank both of you all for being on the front 
edge of change. Thank you for your exam- 
ples 

Jerr Hodges is with us today. He’s the 
executive director of Project GRAD based 
right here in Knoxville, Tennessee Project 
GRAD is a nonprofit trying to close ‘the 
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achievement gap by talking about and 
spreading curriculum that works. Thanks for 


coming 
| The discussion continued. | 


The President. Well, | appreciat 
Thanks, good job. Thank you 

Nonprotits corporate rennessee pe opl 
who care about the future of your State need 
to follow the example of Project GRAD and 
become involved in your school districts. | 
appreciate the superintendent and the school 
board members for reaching out and unde1 
standing that educational excellence is a local 
responsibility [ mean, people _ really 
shouldn't hope that the Federal Government 
develops the blueprint for success That s not 


our role. And you don’t want a one 


size-lits- 
the best 


1 
education reform comes when the local peo 


all education approach. You want a 


ple decide to reform, when your principals 
reform, when the people running at the State 
level reform, when businesses and loc al com 
Wait a We re 


not happy with the way things are. Let’s 


munity leaders say minute 
change for the good of everybody 
And that’s what's taking place here in Knox 
County schools. I want to thank you for that 
Listen, I want to thank you all for coming 
I'm honored our panel came from around 


the 


success. And by the way, we're just beginning 


country to share with us the stories of 
in America. See, one of these days, we won't 
have enough room on the stages as we bring 
peopl from all around the country to talk 
about what is happening, the tremendous 
success as a result of the No Child Left Be 
hind Act 
to thank you again for believing in every child 
the 


I'm honored you all came. I want 
and raising that bar and believing in 
worth of every individual 

May God bless your work, and may God 
continue to bless our country. Thank vou for 


coming 


NOTI 


remarks 


rhe discussion began at 11:14 a.m. In his 

the President Melvenia 
Smith principal, West View Elementary School 
Mavor Bill Haslam of Knoxville, TN. The 
President also referred to Title I of the Improv ing 
America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public No 
103 which amended Title I of the Elemen 
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public 
Law No. 89-10 


referred to 
and 


Law 
382 


Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in Knoxville 


January 8, 2004 


Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Thank 
you all very much. Thanks for the warm wel 
It’s glad—I'm glad to be in the land 
of the orange and white. UT—kind of sounds 
like Laughtei Really appreciate 
coming back to Knoxville. I'm so thrilled that 
so many came out to support the Bush-Che 


COTHIE 


home 


ney ticket. As you might recall, we had pretty 
good success here in the year 2000. Because 
of today, we're laying the foundation for what 
is going to be even better success in Ten- 
We're on our way 
tional victory in November of 2004 

laughter I'm 
getting ready. But there will be plenty olf time 


nessee in 2004 to a Na 


['m loosening up and 


for politics, because I've got a job to do on 
I’m 
focused on the people’s business in Wash 
DX 


to work hard to earn the confidence of all 


behalf of every citizen of this country 


ington My administration will continue 
Americans, by keeping this Nation secure 
and strong and prosperous and free 

I'm honored you invited me here today 
I know I wasn’t vour first choice. [Laughte) 
Laughter| She’s a fabu- 
I'm a lucky 
said ves when I said, “Will you marry me? 
She 
She’s—I'm really proud of her 

[ also want to thank my friend Lamar Alex- 


Laura was tied up 
lous First Lady man that she 


really sends her best and her love 


ander for doing such a fine job in the United 
States Senate on behalf of the great people 
of Tennessee. He brings such class and dig 
nity to public office. You've known that when 
he was your Governor. He’s now doing it 
again as the Senator, as is the other Senator 
from the great State of Tennessee, Senator 
Bill Frist, the majority leader of the United 
States Senate 


sending two fine people to the Senate 


You've done a great job of 


I’m honored that members of the congres- 


sional delegation from Tennessee have 


starting with your own 
Duncan. [| appreciate 
you, Jimmy. I got off Air Force One and the 
first thing he said was, “This is my district.’ 
[Laughte 

I want to thank Congressman Zach W amp 


for joining us today. Thank you for being 


joined us today 
homegrown Jimmy 
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here, Zach. Congressman Bill Jenkins is with 
us today thank you for com- 
Laugh- 


ter| And Congresswoman Marsha Blackburn 


Congressman 
ing. I see you got a seat in the back. | 
is with us today. Marsha, thank you for being 
he re 

I'm honored that members of the state- 
house have come. It’s always a good sign 
when the State senators and State legislators 
are coming. After all, all good politic s is local 
politics [ want to thank Ben Atchley 
the Republican leader in the State senate 
Beth Harwell 
the chairman ol the Tennessee Republican 
Party I want to thank you for 


coming too, Be th 


he’s 
for joining us today who is 


is with us 


all took 


a succ essful event 


I'm so honored that many o 
to make 


Jim Haslam is event cochairman. Big Jim, I 


you 
tine this event 
thank you for youn friendship and | appre 
Clale I also ippreciate Jimmy for be ing the 
event cochairman. And | appreciate the fact 
that the mayor is with us today as well 

friend Mercer Rey 
Ohio. He’s the 
Bush-Cheney 
that this 
When the cam- 


paign starts, we want to be ready to go. And 


[ want to thank my 


nolds He 


nat nal 


s from Cincinnati 
finance chairman of 
He's working hard to make sure 
ampaign is we ll-funded 
thanks to the peopl in this room, and thanks 
to people around the country, when the cam 
paign gets started we are going to be ready 
to go 
David Kustoff, who is the 
State chairman. His job is to rally the grass 
roots And SO 
| 


volved in grassroots politics here in 


I ippreciat 


} 


fol those ot you who are In 


len- 
I want to thank vou for what vou’re 
] 


going to do 


nesse¢ 
I want to thank you for the signs 
you're going to put up. I want to thank you 
for the phone calls you're going to make. I’m 
want to thank you for joining us as we turn 
this good Stat 
turns out in significant numbers 


out the vote to make sure 

And as you're turning out that vote, I want 
you to remind them, in the last 3 years our 
Nation has acted decisively to confront great 
to this office 


problems not to pass them on to future 


challenges I came to solve 


Presidents and future I came to 
seize opportunities inste ad of letting them 
slip away. My administration is meeting the 
tests of our time 


generations 


war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got 
We've captured or killed many of the key 
leaders of the Al Qaida network, and the rest 
of them know we’re on their trail. In Afghani- 
stan and in Iraq, we gave ultimatums to ter- 


Terrorists declared 


ror regimes Those regimes chose defiance 
and those Fifty million 
people in those two countries once lived 


regimes are no more 


under tyranny and now they live in freedom 

Three years ago, our military was not re 
ceiving the resources it needed, and morale 
was beginning to suffer. So we increased the 
defense budgets to prepare fon the threats 
And today no one in the world 
can question the skill and the strength and 
the spirit of the United States military 


Three years ago, the economy was in trou 


ol a new era 


ble and a recession was beginning And then 
we had attacks on our country and corporate 
scandals and war, which all affected the peo- 
But this 
acted. We passed tough new laws to hold cor 
And to get the 
I have twice led the 


United States Congress to pass historic tax 


ple’s confidence administration 
porate criminals to account 
economy gomg again 
relief for the American people 

We understand that when Americans have 


more take-home pay to spend to save, or 


invest the whol economy grows and people 


are more likely to find a job. So we’re return- 
money 


ing more money to people to help 
their 


them families. We're reducing 


taxes on dividends and capital gains to en 


ralse¢ 


courage investment. We've given small busi 
nesses incentives to expand and to hire new 
people With all these actions, we are laving 
the foundation for greater prosperity and 
more jobs across America so that every single 
person In this ( ountry has a chan e to realize 
the American Dream 

Today, the 
and it is getting stronger. The figures for the 
third quarter of 2003 show that the economy 


American economy is strong 


grew at an annual rate of 8.2 percent the 
fastest pace in nearly 20 years. Productivity 
is high. Business investment is rising. Hous 
added 
over 300,000 new jobs in the last 4 months 
The tax relief we passed is working 


Three 


about 


ing construction is increasing. We've 


years there was a lot of talk 
but wasn t 


I called for and the 


ago 


education reform there 


much action. So I acted 
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Congress passed the No Child Left Behind 
Act. With a solid bipartisan majority, we de 
livered the most dramatic education reforms 
in a generation. We're spending more money 
at the Federal level, but we're finally asking 
the question, “Are you teaching the children 
how to read and write and add and subtract? 
This administration is challenging the soft 
bigotry of low expectations because we be 
lieve that every child can learn, and we ex- 
to teach. The 
excusemaking are over. No child should be 
left behind in America 

We reorganized the Government and cre 
ated the Department of Home land Security 
to better safeguard the borders and ports ol 


pect every school days of 


our country and to better protect the Amer- 
ican people We passed trade promotion au 
thority to open up new markets for Ten- 


and 


We 


: 
budget agreements that is helping to main 


: 
nessee’s farmers and ranchers entre 


preneurs and manufacturers passed 
tain much-needed spending discipline in 
Washington, DC 

And last month, we completed the greatest 
(me! 
ica’s seniors since the founding of Medicare 


The new Medicare law, that I push d for and 


advance in health care coverage for 


signed, will give older Americans the option 
of a prescription drug benefit and more con 
trol over their health care 
receive the modern health care that they de 


so that they can 


SeTVE 

On alter 
1 - 
has acted on principle, has kept its word, and 


issue issue, this administration 
merican 
people A lot of credit belongs to the Mem 
the United States Senate and the 
United States Congress. I enjoy working with 
Majority Leader Bill Frist. You know as well 


has made great progress for the 


bers of 


as I do he’s plenty capable, plenty com 


petent and a very decent man. I enjoy work- 
ing with Speaker Denny Hastert, who shares 
the same characteristics as Bill Frist, an hon 
orable, decent man 

We're working hard to change the tone in 
Washington, DC 
biting, endless politics 


There’s too much back 
The 


best way to change the tone is to focus on 


hame-c alling 


the people's business and to focus on results 
And that’s what we’re doing with the Con- 
gress. Our record has been a good record 


And those are the kind of people I've asked 


= 
39 


to join my administration. | put together a 
fantastic team of people people from all 
walks of life to serve our country, people who 
have come to the Nation’s Capital not to rep 
resent their own special interests but to rep- 
resent the greatest country on the face of 
the Earth. There’s been no finer Vice Presi- 
dent than Dick Cheney. Mother may have 
a second opinion | Laughter] 

In 3 years, we've done a lot. We have come 
far, but our work is only beginning. I've set 
great goals worthy of this great Nation. First, 
America is committed to expanding the 
realm of freedom and peace for our own se 
curity and for the benefit of the world. And 
second, in our own country, we will work for 
a society that is prosperous and compas- 
sionate so every citizen has a chance to work 
and to succeed and to realize the great prom- 
ise of our country. It is clear that the future 
of freedom and peace deperid on the actions 
of America. This Nation is freedom’s home 
and freedom’s defender We welcome this 
charge of history, and we are keeping it 

The war on terror continues. The enemies 
not idle, and neither are we 
will not tire 
we will not stop until this danger to civiliza- 


of freedom are 
This country will not rest: we 
tion is removed. We are confronting that 
dange rin [raq where all people Cal be cer 
tain that they will never again have to fear 
the rule of Saddam Hussein. He started last 
year in a palace. He ended this year in a 
prison. The Ba‘athist holdouts largely respon- 
sible for the current violence now know there 
will be no return to the corrupt power and 
privilege they once held. All lraqis who have 
taken the taken the 


' 
WInnInNg side 


side of freedom have 

We still face terrorists who would rather 
go on killing the innocent than accept the 
rise of liberty in the Middle East. And there 
is a reason why. Thev know that the advance 
of freedom in Lraq will be a major defeat 
for the cause of terror. This collection of kill- 
ers is trying to shake the will of America 
America will never be intimidated by a bunch 
of thugs and assassins 

We're aggressively after them in Lraq de- 
feating them there so we will never have to 
face them in our own country. Other nations 
are helping, because they understand a free 
[raq will make the world more secure. We're 
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standing with the Lraqi people as thev assume 
more of their own defense and move toward 
These are not easy tasks 
essential tasks. We will finish 
what we have begun. We will win this essen- 


self-government 


but they are 


tial victory in the war on terro1 

We're working to oppose proliferation of 
weapons around the world. Last month, after 
talks with the United States and Great Brit 
ain, Libya voluntarily committed to disclose 
and dismantle all its weapons of mass de- 
struction programs Leaders around the 
world now know weapons ot mass destruc- 
tion do not bring influence or prestige; they 
bring isolation and unwelcomed — con- 
sequences And 
pursuit of these weapons will find an open 
path to better with the United 
States of America 


Yet our greatest security comes from the 


nations who abandon the 


relations 


advance of freedom, from the advance of 
free nations do not 
attack 
their neighbors, free nations do not threaten 
the world with terrol 


Americans believe that freedom is the deep- 


human liberty, because 


support terror, free nations do not 


weapons ol TWiaSs 
est need and hope of every human heart. | 


believe that freedom is the future of every 


nation, and we understand that freedom is 
not America’s gift to the world. Freedom is 
the Almighty God’s gift to every man and 
woman in this world 


America also understands that unprece 


dented influence brings tremendous respon- 
sibilities. We have duties in the world. When 


we see disease and starvation and hopeless 


we will not turn away. On the con 
Africa 


to bringing the he aling powel of medicine 


pove rty 

tinent ol America is now committed 
to millions ol men and women and ( hildren 
now suffering with AIDS. This powerful, 
strong, and compassionate land is leading the 
entire this 


work of human rescue 


world on incredibly important 


We face challenges here at home as well 
We'll be equal to those challenges. This ad 
ministration will 


continue to push a 


progrowth pro-entrepreneu! economik 
agenda so that peopl who want to work and 
can't find a job today will be able to find 
that job 

And for the sake of our health care system, 


we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits 


which increase the cost of medicine People 
who have be en harmed by a bad doc deserve 
their day in court. Yet the system should not 
reward lawyers who are simply fishing for a 
rich settlement. Frivolous lawsuits drive up 
the cost of health care and they, therefore 
affect the Federal budget 

Medical liability reform is a national issue 
that requires a national solution. I sent a bill 
over to the House, and the House of Rep- 
resentatives passed a good bill to reform the 


| look 


forward to working with Senator Frist and 


system. The bill is stuck in the Senate 


Senator Alexander to convince reluctant Sen- 
ators to act on behalf of all the people in 
America and get a good medical liability bill 
Some Members of the Senate 


must understand that no one in America has 


to my desk 


ever been healed by a frivolous lawsuit 

| have a responsibility as your President 
to make sure the judicial system runs well 
and I have met that duty I have nominated 
superb men and women to the Federal 
courts, people who will interpret the law, not 
legislate from the bench. Some of the Mem 
bers of the Senate are trying to keep my 
nominees off the bench by blocking up Oor- 
down votes. Every judicial nominee deserves 
a fair hearing and an up-or-down vote on the 
Senate floor. It Members 
of the United States Senate to stop playing 
politics with American justice 


is time for some 


The Congress needs to get an energy bill 
This Nation must be more en 
We 


sources. We must do a better job of pro- 


to my desk 
ergy-ellicient must conserve our re 
tecting the quality of the air in places like 


Knoxville But for 


economic security and for the 


lennessee the sake of 
sake of na- 
tional security, we must become less depend- 
ent on foreign sources of energy 

A strong and prosperous nation must also 
be a compassionate nation. I will continue 
to advance our agenda of compassionate con- 
servatism, which means we'll apply the best 
and most innovative ideas to the task of help- 
ing our fellow citizens in need. There’s still 
millions of men and women who want to end 
their dependence on the Government and 
become independent through hard work. We 
must build on the success of welfare reform 
to bring more work and, therefore, dignity 
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into the lives of our fellow citizens who are 
still dependent upon the Government 

With the help of Congress, we’re working 
to ensure that more Americans can serve 
their communities and their country through 
citizen service programs. I urge both Houses 
of the United States Congress to pass my 
Faith-Based Initiative, which will help em 
power the armies of compassion that are 
mentoring our children and caring for the 
homeless and offering hope to the addicted 

One of the great strengths of our country 
Chris- 
tian, Jewish, and Muslim faiths. Out of that 


faith comes the dec Pp desire for many of ow 


is that we’re a nation of many faiths 


citizens to heed the universal call to he Ip a 
neighbor who hurts. The Federal Govern- 
ment should never fear the influence of faith 
based programs. We ought to welcome faith 
based programs into helping solve some of 
the intractable problems of our society 

that 
must promote opportunity for all, including 


\ compassionate society is one, also 


the independence and dignity that COT 
from ownership This administration under- 
stands the power of owning something in ow 
society. We'll constantly strive to promote an 
ownership society Listen, we have a minority 
homeownership gap in America. | proposed 
plans to the Congress to help close that gap 
We want more people OWING their own 


home. We want people owning and man 


I 
aging their own health care accounts and 


We 


more peopl owning their own small busi 


their own retirement accounts want 
nesses. And that’s why developing the entre 
prene urial spirit and keeping it strong 1s so 
important You see, we understand that when 
a person OWNS something he or she has a 
vital stake in the future of our country 

Ina compassionate society, people respect 
one another They respect each other's reli- 
gious beliefs, political opinions People take 
responsibility for the decisions they make in 
life. See, the culture of America is changing 
from one that has said, “If it feels good, do 
it,’ and “If you've got a problem, blame 
somebody else,” to a culture in which each 
of us understands that we're responsible for 
the decisions we make in life. If you're fortu- 


nate enough to be a mother or a father, 


you re responsible for loving your child with 
all your heart. If you’re worried about the 
quality of the education in Knoxville, Ten- 


nessee, you're responsible for doing some- 


thing about it. If you’re a CEO in corporate 


(America, you are responsible for telling the 
truth to your shareholders and your employ 
ees 

And in the new responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we'd like to be loved ourself. We 
can see that culture—the culture of service 
is strong in America. You know, I started the 
USA Freedom Corps right after September 
the 11th to encourage our fellow citizens to 
extend a compassionate hand to a neighbor 
in need. And the response has been fantastic 
People from all walks of life are serving our 
Nation by helping people who hurt. Our 
neighborhood healers are vibrant and strong 
Faith-based 


thrive in ow 


and charitable organizations 


country. Policemen and fire- 
fighters and people who wear our Nation’s 
uniform remind us what it means to sacrifice 
Once 


again, the children of America believe in he- 


for something greater than ourself 


roes because they see them every day 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America 
and I have been privileged to see the com 
passion and the character of the American 
All the tests of the last 3 vears have 
We're 


country, and we use that strength to defend 


peopl 
come to the right nation a strong 
the peace. We're an optimistic country, con 
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than 
seek to lift whole na- 
tions by spreading freedom. At 


ourselves. Abroad, we 
home, we 
seek to lift up lives by spreading opportunity 
to every corner of America. This is the work 
that history has set before us. We welcome 
it and know that for our country. the best 
days lie ahead. 


May God bless vou all 


Note: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. at the 
Knoxville Convention Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Mavor Bill Haslam of Knoxville, TN 
and former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida 

January 8, 2004 


Thank you all. Thanks for coming. It’s 
great to be back in the great State of Florida 
We carried it once, and we're going to carry 
it again 

And I want to thank you all for your help 
| appreciate you showing up today. I appre- 
ciate your contributions. | appreciate your 
friendship, appreciate your prayers. I appre- 
ciate you laying the foundation for what is 
going to be a great national victory in Novem- 
ber of 04 

And I'm 


loosening up 


getting ready. [Laughter| I'm 

Laughter| But there’s plenty 
of time for politics. See, I've got a job to 
do. I'm focused on the people's business in 
Washington, D¢ 


friends and neighbors that I will continue to 


I want you to remind your 


work hard to earn the confidence ol every 
American by keeping this Nation secure and 
strong and prosperous and free 

| love my brother Jeb. He is a great Gov- 


ernor. He is a great Governor, first and fore 
most because he has a large heart He cares 
deeply about the people He and I share 


some things in common. We share the same 


last name. | Laughter] We share the same po- 


laughte: Mother 
And we both married extremely 


litical consultant 
| Laughter 
well 

I’m honored to be onstage with a fabulous 
first lady for the State of Florida, Ms 
Columba. And a great First Lady for America 
sends her love. I'm sorry Laura is not here 
I know she was Jeb’s first choice to be the 
[Laughter] She’s in Wash 
ington. But (ma lucky man to have married 
Laura Bush. She is 


mother, and a 


speak r today 


a fabulous 
Lady for 


a great wile 
wonderful First 
America 

I know my friend and former colleague in 
the Cabinet Mel Martinez is with us. Mel 
thank you for being here today. I know Con 
gressman Mark Foley is with us. Mr 
I'm sorry 
Congressman Clay Shaw is not here. This is 


Con 
gressman, I'm glad you're here 
his district, I understand, but he is traveling 
with Speaker Denny Hastert. He made a 
good choice When the Speaker calls, it’s 


probably a pretty good thing to travel with 
him. I know the Lieutenant Governor, Toni 
The 


Charlie Crist, is here. Tom Gallagher is here. 


Jennings, is here attorney general, 
Where’s Gallagher? I appreciate you coming 

A lot of members of the statehouse are 
here. It's a good sign when State senators 
and State reps show up. After all, you win 
campaigns by energizing the grassroots. I ap- 
preciate the members of the statehouse 
being here. I’m looking forward to working 
I want to thank 
here. I 


want to thank you for what you're going to 


with you to carry Florida 


all the grassroots activists who ar 


do, which is to put up the signs, to man the 
phone booths, to put out the mailers, and 
to turn out the vote 

I want to thank the mayors and local offi- 
cials who are I want to thank all those 
who worked hard to make this event such 
a successful event. We’ve had three event co- 


he re 


the Guzzettas, the Gaineses, and 
Elizabeth Fago. I want to thank you for your 
hard work. | appreciate your good work 

My friend Mercer Reynolds is here. He’s 
the national finance chairman. He’s 
Cincinnati, Ohio. He’s taken a lot of time 
out of his private life to help make sure we 
get well funded in what’s going to be a tough 
campaign. I want to thank my friend Al Hoff- 
man from the great State of Florida, who is 
doing such 


chairmen 


from 


a fantastic job as the—raising 


money. And of course, there’s Tom Petway 
and Zach Zachariah, two good buddies as 
well, who have been working hard to make 
this campaign go well. 
In the last 3 years, our Nation has acted 
decisively to confront great challenges. I 
came to this office to solve problems instead 
of passing them on to future Presidents and 
future generations. I came to seize opportu- 
nities instead of letting them slip away. My 
administration is meeting the tests of our 
time 
Terrorists war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got 
or killed many of the key 
leaders of the Al Qaida network, and the rest 
of them know we’re on their trail. In Afghani- 


stan and in Iraq, we gave ultimatums to ter- 


declared 


We've captured 


ror regimes. Those regimes chose defiance, 
and those regimes are no more. The world 
is better off, and so are the 50 million people 
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in those two countries who once lived under 
tyranny, and today, they live in freedom 
Three years ago, our military was not re 

celning the resources tit needed ind moral 
was beginning to suffer, so we increased th 
defense budg ts to meet the threats of a new 
era. And today, no one in the vorld can q les 
tion the skill and the strength and the spirit 
of the United States military 


Three vears ago, the economy was t 


n trou 
] 
And | 


COTM 


ble and a recession Was he Vinnineg 


want you to remember what we have 
through Not only Was a recession be Vining 
And then ther 
were corporat scandals and war, all of which 
But this ad 


J 
passed tough new 


but our country was attacked 


affected the peopl s confidence 
wcted. Wi 


laws to hold corporate crimin ils to account 


ministration 


And to get the economy going again, | have 
] 

twice led the United States ¢ ongress to pass 

relief for the 


historic tax American pr opl 


This administration understands that when 


take 


spend to save, or invest, the 


Americans have more home Da to 


vhol eCCOMOTHY 
Grows and peopl ire more like ly to find l 
job So we're returning more money to the 
their families 


peopl to help them rais 


We ve reduced taxes on dividends ind ¢ pital 
gains to encourage investment. We've given 
small businesses incentives to « xpand ind to 
hire new peopl With all these action ve 
have laid the foundation for greatet pros 


perity and more jobs across America, so every 


singl citizen has a chance to realize the 
American Dream 
American 


vetting stronge! 


Today, the economy 1s stron 


ind it is Phe ligures tor the 


third quarter of the ye il 2003 show thi econ 
omy grew at an annual rate of 8.2 percent 
the fastest pace in ne uly 20 vears. Produc 
tivity is high. Business investment is rising 


Housing construction is ¢ xpanding Manutac 
ida d 


wonths 


turing activity is increasing, and we 
over 300,000 new jobs in the last 4 n 
The tax relief 


Three yvears ago 


We passed is working 
there was a lot of talk 
but there 

I called for and the 
passed the No Child Left Behind 
Act. With a solid bipartisan majority, we de 
livered the 


education reform 


So I acte d 


ibout 
much action 


( Ongress 


most dramatic education reforms 
Wi Ve | 


in a generation increased 
’ | 
out of the Federal Government partic ularly 


spe nding 
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for Title I students, for the poorest ot stu 
But 


child can learn to read and writ 


dents now, because we believe every 
and add 
ind subtract, we’re insisting that States meas 
ure. We want to know 

The State of Florida, led by this great Gov 
ermor, is on the leading ede ol education 


reform becaust he holds pt ople to account 


And the reason he does is because he and 
| both know every child Can learn Wi Are 
challenging the soft bigotry of low « xpecta 


Wi \ We've 


standards. We expe ct results so that not one 


tions raised the bar raised the 


single child in America is left behind 


We've reorganized our Government dim 
ing the past } years and created the Depart 


ment of Homeland Security to bette suard 
Florida’s ports better guard 


better 


our borders, to 
Wi 


passe d trade promotion authority to open up 


protect the American peopl 
new markets for Florida’s ranchers and farm 
ers and entre preneurs and manufacturers 
We pass d budget agreements, much-need 
ed budge t agreements, to he Ip bring spe nd 
ing discipline to Washington, D¢ 

And last month, we completed the greatest 
for Amer 
since the creation of 
Medicare law that | 
bill that I cam 


paigne d for, worked for, and sign d will C1VE 


advance in health care coverage 
citizens 


he 


ind signed the 


was Seno! 


Mi dic are 


fought for 


new 


older Americans the option of a prescription 
drug benefit and more control over their own 


1 1 
health care, so they can receive the modern 


] 1 ] ! 
medical care they adeserve 


On issue after issue, this administration 


has acted on principle has kept its word, and 
i 


has made progress tor the American peopl 


The Congress gets a lot of credit. I enjo' 
vorking with Majority Leader Bill Frist 
op iker Denny Hastert Congressman Mar! 
Foley. We're working hard in Washington 


DC, to change the tone of th Nation's Cap 
ital. There’s too much politic s, endless back 
And the he st Wa 
to do that is to stay focused on the people's 
And we deliv 


tid 
! ' 
ered results over the last >vears 


biting, zero-sum attitudes 


busine SS on results have 


\ major reason this administration has 


be en Succe sstul IS he Cause | have surrounded 


myself with really good decent capable 


honorable people people from all walks of 
life people who have come to the Nation’s 
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Capital to serve the United States of Amer- 
ica, nota special or self interest. This Nation 
has had no finer Vice President than Vice 
President Dick Cheney 


second opinion. | Laughte 
| 


Mother may have a 


We've done 


a lot, but our work is only beginning. I have 


In 3 years, we have come far 
; 
set great goals worthy of a great nation. First 
America is committed to expanding the 
realm of freedom and peace for our own se 


benefit of the And 


country, we must work 


curity and for the world 


second mm our own 
for a society that is prosperous and compas 
sionate so that every citizen—every citizen 
regardless of their background, has a chance 
to work and to succeed and realize the vreal 
of this country 
It is clear that th of freedom and 
peac dep nd on the actions of America. This 
Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s de 
fender. Ws 


and we are keeping it The war on terror 


prom IN 


future 


welcome this charge ol histon 


ug GOeS 


1 } 
on. The enemies of freedom are not idle. and 


ire Ww This country will not rest 


| 1] ‘ 
Ve vill not tire We will not 


stop until this 
dange r to civilization is removed 
Wi ire 


il] the 
‘ ] 


} 
Cla hive 


contronting that 


In hi i 
now 


pe opl of that countn 
1] 


In thes neve! 
l 


Husseir 


large ly re sponsible 


ol Saddan 
now know there 
OnCE 


DOW E 
i 


sic ol 


in Arne 
Iping to build i lree 
lree li uy is 
make th 


And we're standing 


understand a 


| 
voriad more 


Iraq will 
vith the Lraqi pe opk 


issume more of their own defense 


and more of their own self-government 
These are not easy tasks, but they are 
tial tasks. And 


have begun. We will win this essential victory 


essen- 


America will finish what we 


in the war on terror 

We're working to Oppose prolif ration ol 
weapons around the world. Last month, after 
talks with the United States and Great Brit 
ain, Libya volunteered to disclose and dis 
mantle all its weapons of mass destruction 
Leaders around the world 


programs now 


know weapons of mass destruction do not 


bring influence o1 prestige They bring isola- 
tion and other unwelcome 
And 


these we apons will find an open path to bet 


ter relations with the United States of Amer 


COTISE que neces 


nations who abandon the pursuit ol 


Ica 
} 


Qur greatest security comes trom the ad 


vance of human liberty, because free nations 


do not support t free nations do not 


Py 
attack their me ighbors 


Tro! 
free nations do not 


! 


threaten the worl 


rol Americ 
deep st I d 


with we apons yt mass ter 
ins believe that freedom is the 
ind hop of everv human 
that 
ind I know that freedom is 
not America’s gift to the 
the Aln ight 
woman in tl 

Am mca 
influence | 


We have 


lise is¢ 


; ‘ 
heart heve freedom is the future 


ol \ \ mation 
uu vorld freedom IS 
God's gift to each man an 
vorld 


understands that | | 


Inprecede nted 


nes treme ndous re 


sponsibilitic S 


, 1] 
in this world, and 


11 1 
ind hopete 


On 


starvation 


tum away 
IS NOW 
HWne?e powell 


1] { ] 
MuIONS O ( ind women 


fering with AIDS 

We tac hall 
ind that 
| | idminist 


i pro rowth 


to pron ot 


pro-entreprene 


I " 


( rvbod\y 


econon 


} 


ts Liob « in fl 


A, 1 fe 


AiG ot our he 


! 
ve need vn on the iwsults 


, 
which inc1 cost of medicin ippre 


rship on this issue He ind 


I understand been 


that peopl 


harmed by i bad doc ce SeTve thel dav nN 
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] 


court. Yet. the svstem should not r 


vers who ire simply 


] ] 
i nationa ution 


House of Repr 
passed it. However, tl | 
senate And I know { 


7 ] 
a good plan Phe 


} 
ators Who 


senate 
vour State 


ol the Ny 


; 
stand no One 


lous | iwsult 


| have 


make 


trving 
. . 
PLOT NE Ss ¢ } \ bloc] 


GaowTh 


(] 
Loo! 
Mi mibe rs of the 


} } 
playin r pont 


senate 


nis country 


onegres 


to adva r agenda 


sionate ( rvauisi 


} 


apply the be st ind most 


} 


the CaSk 


ol he lping fellow 


in need. There are still a lot of people, mil 


lions of men and women. who want to end 


their dependence on government become 
independent through hard work. We must 


continue to build on the success of welfare 


+] 


to bring work and dignity 


retorm into the 
‘ ‘ 
hives of more ot ou tellow citizens 

With the » of ¢ 


ISUTe nor mercans Serve the lI 


through 


ongress, we re working 
con 
their counts 


Be th 


pass my 


cinzen service provTrams 
i — 


togeth I ind 


Our 


Houses shoul | come 


Faith-Based 


Initiative Governme 


| 7 
ear the influence of faith in t 
llow citizens. AS a 


neth of the 


| 
wuld not 
matter 
country 1s 


i nation ol 


And 


those 


many faiths 


based community programs ar 
ften abl to change people s hearts 

ou chang a person s heart, vou 

rye rson’'s life 
to rally the 


who mentor our children 


irmles OT ¢ OMmMpassion 


| 
those Who 
] ] | 
1k;OmelLess er hope 


or the those whe 


\ compassionate society 1s 
iotes opportunity lor ever 


independ nce uric 
ownership This adminis 
strive 
Ameri i We 
their OwTh home Wie have 
America 
1 , ’ 
ve put torth 1 plan to close that rap 
| - a 


] 
, | ; | 


people Owning and managing their 


ymote an 


hip soci In Want more 


ownin 


| 
NOMeowne rship fap im 


ith care plans and thei retire 


I 
iccounts. We 
] 
Ing their owl 
, 
l rstand thi 


l 
nines he or s I i Vit al 


Ameri 


Own 
want more pe opl own 
small business bec ise we un 


rsOn OWTIS SOTHE 


t ( in the huture 


passionate society, peopl respect 
i i i 
] 


IOUS he 


And the \ 


Che \ respect thei re 


1 
spect ther 


| opinions 


O! the GecIsiIons ther 


. , 
culture of this country Is 


that has said, “If it feels 
id and do it ind “If you've 


] 
somebody eC IS€ to a 


vhich each of us understands that 


] t 


vonsible for the 


bl Lrrie 


decisions We make 


e fortunate enough to be a mother 


you re re sponsible for loving your 


} 


all your heart. I worried 


} 


} 
iif 


child with vou re 
. : 

about the quality of the education in t 
community in which vou live, you're respon 


sible for doing something about it. If you're 
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America 


sible for telling the truth to your share holders 


i IO in corporat you re respon 


} 
md your ¢€ mplovec Ss 


In a re sponsibility society 


1} ! 
esponsibie tor lovin oul 


toy he loved l er And 


re sponsibility 
] 


irted 


wound LS 
september the started 
} 
ed the | SA | ree 
| 


ro? rl —_ 
tor peopl to tind ou 
ompassionate hand to 


id the re sponse 


Panhy 


a Call 
( hari 
ranizations el ibrant 
hborhood he 


] >.) ] 
sed programs al | md 
| 4 


cood 
shte rs ind ry opl 
] 


remind us On a Gal 


| 
nething 


Lil] 
cChiid 


nericalh Deo 

vears have come 
stron cou 

fend the pe 
contident 

| ' 
hah OUTSeIVeS 


Abroad 


spre 


hole nations by 
vy Tree dom 
1 
1 
I 
welcome 
the best a 


Th ink 


] 


PGA National Resort 
leb Bush « rida 

i: former Secretary of Housing 
ient Mel R. Martinez; Lt 

{ Florida; Charlie Crist, F] 

fom Gallagher, « 


cel Florida Department of Financia \ \| 


JOETICT il 


Hoffman. finance chairman Republican National 
Me reer 


Committee Reynolds, national finance 
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chairman, and 7 


Il and Zach Zacha 
Bush-( he 
Hussein 
ot li iq; and Senators Bob Graham and Bill Nelson 
The President also ed to Title 

Ameri .S 


Petway 


riah, Florida State finance cochairmen 


nev O4. In lorme! President Sadda 


Ni SY 10 


Remarks in a Discussion With 
Women Small-Business Owners 


Janua yu Y. 2004 


The President. Than! 
Mr. Secreta You wi 
just like 
be her« 


} 


Vou 
ibout 


} 1} 1 
mite! tl CUSSION 


n business and 


OWT} 
employ ! pl vhat it 
businessowne And we've 
Smart. « Vorne n who ire running the 1] 
own bi 


Be hore \We FeT this cis 1S 


- 
sion vant to Say m really opti 


must future 1ou tion s econ 


omy This « Is Strong rT { Fett 
reasol 

just i tl vit of time with five 

rontline of hiring. 1 


\ ice nt 


who ire 
msm Was 1 is I think you'll soon 
I'm optimistic I see 
i 
] r ] 


| Tie tip Ooviment aroppe d 


| 
he ir. secon pDecause 
' 
hings 


today to 5.7 nt. That’s not good enough 


We want 


rthe le SS 


eopk still vorking But nev 
+} 


OSITIVE sign that e econ 
OMy IS g 


, , 
I see the facturing orders are up dra 


i 
matically. I know the producti ity is hi 
America Home 
the signs In Our economy IS ire 


And that Ss positive 


be wond ri 


construction is strong 

very strong 

for somebody who might 

ig about whether he or she is 
ob 


going to find 


have overcolne 


L] 
Secondly, I know what we 


in this country 
to be 


I mean, this economy has got 


darn strong to have come 


pre tty 





We ¢ |_} ' Ss Ince 
invest | 1. go { eductibil 
And [ thir ou ll he: ie discussion of 
Now we} ! ind } DI that toda uced taxes on divick nds 
feel 


more comtortablk about Hak 1 TISt a varticularly it} 


] 
ny t ft \\ \ ) , { | + . : ; } saying rel . 
MmVeStTINEeH eve overcornne ) ( portant ( | a . Vho rel upon 
P, ; I 
optimistic because do it to peo ! 1K ! in their latte 


pl who are optimis ll tin pti W 1d We done a lot. And 


mistic because ! 17 \ this ty l VA tax relief came at the 


1 
} 


a big difference for eco 


has been rough | | . o the e ri tl ind mack 
trepreneurial spirit ind mgenulty oO} NO rrowth 
American peopl is what I'm h OU Ther S more to do First of all every One 
This is a fabulous country of these business leaders and owners will tell 
The system says if you work hard, \ get you that if there’s uncertainty in the Tax 
rewarded. You can own your own business, Code, it will make it difficult for them to 
hopefully without a lot of Government inter plan for the future. Businessowners like cet 


ference Speaking about Government inte1 tainty. They want to know what the rules are 
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Much of the tax relief I described goes away 
soon. Congress passed the tax relief, but they 
didn't make it permanent 
Permanency in the Tax Code will mean 


Job creation is 
vital 


more job creation. Congress must make 


| 
every part ol the tax package permanent 
These 


Care 


business leaders will tell you, health 


costs are rising and are difficult to man- 


ag 


e. We need association health care plans 


the risk 


pusimesses to pool 
ongress 


jurisdictional boundaries. ¢ 
We 
Frivolous lawsuits drive up the costs of health 
They affect the budgets of these small 
They iffect the Federal 
budget. I mean, if you think about what frivo 
lous lawsuits do to the cost of Medicare and 


benetits 


] ai 
to allow small 
across 

: ' ; 
must act need medical liability reform 
Ca\&e 


busine sses also 


Medicaid and veterans’ health you 

lerstand what | lking about. I mea 
understand what Im taiking about mean 
it’s an enormous cost to the Federal budget 
We got a good bill out of the The 
medical liability bill is stuck in the Senate 


We | 


nee d Class 
action 


Houses 
need tort reform there: we 

| { 
reform: we need asbestos reform if we 


expect this economy to continue to STOW 


We need an energy polic v. Congress needs 
S hard 

the 
vonde ring 
t watt ol 


bill 


needs to 


11 
im energy bill I mean 
] 


, 
part ularly 1 


to Irie 


for businesses to plan 


uring secto! if vou re 


re going t 


And sO We 


to act. ¢ 


i.) jet. VOurT ie 


need on 


i energy 


needs 


idministration in 


Ongress 


join 


1 
liste ning to the voices 


he se entre pre neurs to ficure out how to 


p i progrowth iwenda on the toretront 
| 


SO long iS iv 1S looking 
America 


pro} ioting a progrowth pro-entrepreneuri 
: i 
agenda 


And I'm 


pre Ti¢ 


take a} 


ACE 


iInvDor or a job in 


this administration is going to he 


honored to be joined by entre 


j 
rong, strong women who 


have 
id in their businesses and are 
providing a great service to country 


Che V re 


ample 


OU! 
not only providing 1 wonderful ex 
tor peopl who are wonde ring wheth 
but 


ervice ol hiring 


er or not 


whe the I 


[ can own my own company 
but providing the 
peopl ind keeping them it work ind caring 
about their employees 

I’m going to start off by Nancy Connolly 
She is the preside nt and CEO of Lasertone 
Littleton Wel- 


( orporation Massachusetts 


cCorne 
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At this point Vs Connolly made brief re- 


marks 


The President. Yes, see, Nancy hires 20 
there’s a lot of companies the size of Nancy's 
got this sense 


around the country that have 


its—I don’t think we 
had Nancy sitting here 2 years 
Gosh, I look forward to hiring 


l 
Sihie¢ 


of optimism. I mean 
] 

would have 

ago saying 


20.” I 
‘| hope to 


might have been saying 
he 70 A lot of 


+ 
| 
just hanging on to what they had 


suspect 


keep small busi 


nesses were 
during tough economic times. And now this 
saving, ~20 
And that’s 


import int 


leader and this « ntrepreneur are 
it sounded like to me 
It Ss VOT 


fol people to understand it’s the cumulative 
| 
I 


unui 


how this economy works 


effect of many, many hirings that tak place 
on a daily basis particularly ith the small busi 
ness sector, that affect economic srowth and 
vitality 
Thank you 
Catherine, tell us about yoursell 


Know le dg 


for doing what you're doing 
ind youn 


business Information Solutions 


Cathe rile Colt rdano preside nif and hief ¢ \- 
officer. Knou ledv Informatic 
Ine \ rginia Be ach VA 


] 
renwdnrns 
The President. 
Catherine 


ver\ 


ecutive 


f 
riOnS 


Im glad VO ii€ 
One of the things I think 


tol peopl Oo 


th inks 


interesting inderstand 


said she said tl t 


| 


rocusea 


ict * 
pst iN 


ior sm Dusiness 
, 


] 
| + 
iused hel! 


l 
to Duy ne equipment 
= 
Well somebod | 
and SO bod h is to 
] 


sell if 


owners 


and new (Ware las to 


make that ipment 
I 


ce sign that softwar point 


in ci 


and 


is. is that it’s in portant tor oul 


zens to understand the ripple effect of good 


) 

tar polic v. Good tax policy encourages an 
1 

owner to make a decision. That decision then 


ly SONNE body els IS 


provide 
i 


| 1:] : 

makes it more lik ening 
, . 

to find a iob who will 

“ee 

that 


Cott 


pany provides the product in Cath 
erine s case, equipment and hardwar 

It’s very import int that this incentive stay 
in place because it is—vou just heard one 
example ol the ce cisionmaking process that 
takes place 


the tax polic \ 
ability to deduct to $ 100.000 of « apital equip 


iS a re sult ol good tax policy If 


j 
if Congress lets this lapse the 


make dif 


And so the 


ment, it would then cause her to 
ferent decisions in the out-vears 
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Jan 
Congress needs to be mindful of what tax 
policy does to the decisionmakers, the job 
creators peopl like Catherine who made a 
rational decision based upon gi 0d polic \ 
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